ALCOHOL





WHAT IS GOD’S ATTITUDE TO ALCOHOL?





“...buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or 


other fermented drink, ...and eat there in the 


presence of the Lord your God and rejoice”.


					(Deuteronomy 14:26)








GOD IS NOT ANTI-ALCOHOL:





Fermented wine was drunk in the presence of the Lord 


at celebrations.							Deut 14:26





The word “wine” is often described specifically as 


fermented wine in the Bible.						Deut 29:6; Judg 13:4;


									Lk 1:15


This was to distinguish it from “new wine” (also mentioned 


in the Bible) which was sometimes drunk before it had 


fermented and produced alcohol.





Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding celebration.		Jn 2:1-11


Verse 10 suggests that this was fermented wine as it 


suggests that the guests would be less discriminating of a 


good wine towards the end of the celebration presumably 


because they would be too “merry” to notice.   The 


Hebrew word for wine used here is oinos from which the 


word oinophlugia meaning “drunkenness” is derived.





There is no record of Jesus abstaining from drinking 


fermented wine as John the Baptist did.				Mt 11:18-19





Jesus drank the “fruit of the vine” at the last supper.


Although this could have been new wine, it is most 


likely to have been fermented wine (possibly diluted with


water) as this was consistent with the culture of the time.		Mk 14:23-25


Certainly, the early church at Corinth used fermented wine 


at the Lord’s Supper.   Paul had to reprimand them not for 


drinking fermented wine, but because their greediness led


them to drink so much that they became drunk.			1 Cor 11:20-27





Jesus was called “a drunkard” by his enemies.   Although 


untrue, it is unlikely that he would have been called this if 


he had the reputation of being a teetotaller.				Mt 11:19





Jesus talked of fermented wine in his parables.			Lk 5:39








ABSTINENCE AS AN ACT OF DEDICATION TO GOD:





In the Old Testament, priests were not allowed to drink 


alcohol when on duty.							Lev 10:9; Ezek 44:21





The Israelites were not allowed to drink alcohol when the 


Lord led them across in the desert away from captivity.


This abstinence helped symbolise their dedication to God.		Deut 29:6





A “Nazarite” was someone who particularly separated 


himself to God.   A Nazarite’s vow included not drinking 


alcohol.								Num 6:1-3


It was a sin to force a Nazarite to drink, therefore, respect 


people’s choice to abstain from alcohol, particularly if they 


do so as an act of dedication to God.					Amos 2:12-13








JOBS WITH RESPONSIBILITY AND ALCOHOL:





It is not appropriate for those with responsibility to drink 


alcohol when it can affect the quality of their decisions. 		Prov 31:4-5;


									Is 28:7-9; 56:10-12


Some ministers don’t drink for this reason as they are 


always on duty.   Timothy (a church leader) obviously 


didn’t drink wine until advised by Paul to drink a little to 


help settle his stomach troubles.					1 Tim 5:23





Whilst Paul does not insist that leaders in the church be 


teetotal, he does say that those who drink TOO MUCH 


should not be considered for leadership positions in the 


church.								1 Tim 3:2-3; Tit 1:7














ALCOHOL





HOW MUCH ALCOHOL IS OKAY?





“Binge drinking among the young, even those in their pre-teens, has become 


a major problem in recent years.   A recent South Australian study found 


30 percent of 15 year olds (had drunk) five or more drinks in a row in the 


fortnight before the study.”


Richard Eckersley Apocalypse No! Essay Series No.1 


	(Australia’s Commission for the Future, 1992) p.6








DON’T GET DRUNK:





The Bible is quite clear about this.					Eph 5:18; Rom 13:13





Drunkenness is not God’s will for us.   Those who 


persistently choose to get drunk indicate that their lives 


have not been fully given over to God.   As such, 


drunkenness can be symptomatic of something that may 


jeopardise their eternal future with God.				Gal 5:19-21; Lk 21:34





However, drunkenness is not always an orgy of excess 


engaged in for the purpose of recreational diversion.   


Some people drink to escape the reality of social and 


financial deprivation.


People who take refuge in overconsumption of 


tranquillisers, alcohol or any other mind-altering 


drugs, are usually seeking short-term relief from 


the stress created by long-term anxiety and from 


the pressure which builds up in people who are 


tired of trying to cope with a sustained sense of 


inadequacy.


Hugh Mackay Reinventing Australia 


(Angas & Robertson) 1993 p.12





What do you think God’s attitude to such people would be?





At what point does alcohol change from being an “oil” 


that helps people relax and relate at social functions and 


become a drug that people take to overcome or mask their 


social inadequacy or the reality that surrounds them?





Don’t join in with the activities of drunkards.   Avoid them.		1 Cor 6:9-10


Jesus associated with sinners to help them and show 


God’s love for them, but he did not join in their sin.			Lk 5:30-32





The peer pressure for people to drink in social settings can


be very strong.   How have you experienced peer pressure


to conform and join in an activity you didn’t really want 


to do?





This pressure is given impetus by the advertising of the 


huge business concerns behind the alcohol industry.   


What beguiling images do they try and link with drinking?





Alcohol addiction is a form of slavery.   The Bible says 


that we are not to be “mastered” by anything.			1 Cor 6:12; 2 Pet 2:19 








THE EFFECTS OF DRUNKENNESS:





Excessive drinking will cause you to get out of control so 


that you are open to doing things you wouldn’t normally do.	Gen 9:21; Gen 19:31-35


A number of virgins have become slightly less virginal after 


a night of drinking to excess and number of unblemished 


records with the law have become tarnished for the same 


reason.





Drunkenness can make you look stupid and can turn you


into an object of mockery.   It can also lead to ugly fights.		Prov 20:1





Alcohol affects people’s reasoning and may even cause 


leaders to deny justice or not adequately care for those 


they have responsibility for.						Is 5:22-23


It most certainly makes them unfit for action.			1 Kg 16:8-10; 20:16





Alcohol addiction is extraordinarily costly in term of 


broken lives, broken families, finance and lost opportunities.	Prov 23:21


It is also a major factor causing motor accidents.





Don’t let the attractions of alcohol make you unmindful of


its after-effects.   Hangovers are not pretty!				Prov 23:29-35





Alcohol is a sedative.   However, it is also toxic and this 


toxic effect can have a cumulative effect on the body.   


When taken consistently to excess, it damages the liver 


(50 percent of deaths from cirrhosis of the liver in Australia 


are due to alcohol), causes internal ulcers, inflammation 


of the pancreas, damage to the brain and nervous system, 


and damage to an unborn foetus.





Alcoholics (despite their apparent tolerance to large amounts


of alcohol) are emotionally dependent and often physically 


dependent on alcohol.   Alcoholism can result from a learned 


social habit that has got out of hand or it can develop as a 


result of people drinking to overcome psychological or social 


stress.   Other elements may also be involved.   There are a 


wide range of social, physiological, genetic and psychological 


factors which contribute to people’s predisposition to 


alcoholism.





An alcoholic will orientate his/her work, social life and family 


life around alcohol.   Little can be done to help them until 


they stop denying the problem and want to be helped.   There 


is a need both to own responsibility for their part in the 


problem and to make the choice to overcome it.   Alcoholics 


Anonymous is an organisation which helps people do just this.








OUR ATTITUDE TO ALCOHOL:





Eligibility for God’s kingdom is not dependent on whether 


you do or do not drink alcohol.





In New Testament times, some people though it was “unholy”


to eat some foods (particularly meat that had been cut up by


butchers who were also the priests of foreign idols).   The 


same advice the Apostle Paul gives about this can be applied


to drinking alcohol today.





If we use this analogy, Paul’s teaching indicates that we 


should not drink alcohol if it will cause offence to others 


or if we suspect it will be a bad influence on vulnerable 


people.									Rom 14:13-21


Think of what situations this might apply to.





If you are not sure that it is perfectly right to drink alcohol 


in a particular situation, it is probably better to avoid it.		Rom 14:23


This most certainly applies if you find it unhelpful to your 


Christian life. 								1 Cor 10:23





Remember, however, we should not judge anyone who does 


or does not drink alcohol. 						
