Christianity told in Pictures

Key points:

· Creation points to God.

· God created you, me and the universe in order to share his love with us. 

· God gave us free-will to accept or reject his love.

· Humankind has rejected God's love and lordship.   This is called sin.

(The rest of the story can be told in pictures:
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Sin seperates us from God

"But your iniquities have separated you from your God."   (Isaiah 59:2)

We can't earn the right to God

"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."   (Romans 3:23)

"All our righteous acts are like filthy rags"   

(Isaiah 64:6)

Our sins will be judged

"For the wages of sin is death.''  

(Romans 6:23)

God rescued us through Jesus 

"For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God."   (1 Peter 3:18)

We can get to God through Jesus 

"Whoever hears my words and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life"   (John 5:24)

How to become a Christian

Know the basic Christian truths about you:

· You are precious to God.

· God's love does not depend on your good behaviour.   God's love is bigger than your behaviour.

· God calls you to share life with him both now in this imperfect world and in eternity.

· God loves us like a good loving Father.   God also rescues us back to himself by coming to us as the man Christ Jesus to share our life and to die in our place taking the consequences of our sin so that we would be eligible for life with God.   Finally, God gives his empowering presence (the Holy Spirit) to those who have accepted Christ as Lord and Saviour.   Christians have the mandate to change the world for good in the power of God's Spirit.   They are people of destiny with an eternal future.

Key verses in the Bible:

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous to bring you to God.   (1 Peter 3:18)

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.   (1 John 1:9)

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his son into the world that we might live through him.   This is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.   (1 John 4:9-10)

If you are ready to accept God's invitation made possible by Jesus dying on the cross for you, then, you can pray a prayer much like this which will begin you in your Christian life:

"Heavenly Father, thank you for your love for me.   Thank you for sending Jesus to die for me to pay the price for my sins.   I turn from them now and ask you to forgive me for living life without you in the past.   I accept you as my Lord and ask that you fill me with the empowering presence of your spirit so that I can follow Jesus faithfully and fulfil your purpose for my life,    Amen." 

If you have prayed this prayer sincerely, congratulations on becoming a Christian!   I strongly suggest that you tell someone today that you have said "yes" to God, (perhaps a church leader).   This will be your first act of faith and you will be the stronger for it. 

Three habits will ensure you continue as a Christian: 

1. The first is: make it a daily habit to read a few verses of the Bible (2 Timothy 3:14-17).   Perhaps begin by reading through John's gospel.   Many daily Bible study guides are available from Christian bookshops.

2. Secondly, get along to a good church that will encourage you to grow in your faith and ministry (Hebrews 10:25).

3. Finally, learn to share your thoughts daily with God in prayer (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

Be encouraged to work through any doubts and questions you have honestly.   God is bigger than your doubts!   There will be days of doubts so rely on the fact of God's love for you, not your feelings, which can vary according to your mood.

Welcome to the Christian family.

