The Wedding of

 bridefirstname   BRIDESURNAME 

to

 GROOMFIRSTNAME   GROOMSURNAME 

at: Name of church

Date and time of wedding

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE

GREETING

The minister says:

Welcome to you all on this very special occasion.

My name is ......................................., 

Pastor of .............................................

Today, we have come together in the presence of God
to witness the marriage of
 bridefirstname   bridemidname   bridesurname 
and  groomfirstname   groommidname   groomsurname ,
to surround them with our prayers,
and to share in their joy.

The minister may welcome the people

SCRIPTURE SENTENCES

The minister calls the people to worship

SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES

Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us come before his presence with thanksgiving

(Psalm 95:1-2)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

(Psalm 118:1)

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

(Psalm 118:24)

God is love,
and those who live in love live in God,
and God lives in them.

(1 John 4:16)

SONG/HYMN

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

The minister says:

Marriage is appointed by God.
The church believes that marriage 
is a gift of God in creation
and a means of grace in which man and woman
become one in heart, mind and body.

Marriage is a sacred and life-long union
of a man and a woman
who give themselves to each other in love and trust.
It is a covenant which commits to love 

independent of the circumstances.

It is choosing to love in a way 

that reflects Christ's sacrificial love for us.

Marriage is given that husband and wife
may enrich and encourage each other
in every part of their life together.

It is given that with delight and tenderness
they may know each other in love,
and through their physical union
may strengthen the union of their lives.

Marriage is given that children may be born
and brought up in security and love,
that home and family life may be strengthened,
and that society may stand upon firm foundations

Marriage is a way of life which all people should honour;
it is not to be entered into lightly or selfishly,
but responsibly and in the love of God.

 bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname  are now to begin this way of life
which God has created and Christ has blessed.
Therefore, on this their wedding day, we pray for them,
asking that they may fulfil God's purpose
for the whole of their lives.

Standing or seated option

The bridal party remain standing

The bridal party are seated 

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Insert Bible Reading Option here

option 1

Genesis 2:4-9; 15-24

option 2

Song of Solomon 2:10-13, 8:6-7

option 3

John 2:1-11 

option 4

John 15:1-8 

option 5

John 15:9-17 

option 6

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

option 7

Ephesians 5:21-33

option 8

Colossians 3:12-17

option 9

1 John 4:7-16

SERMON

PRAYER

Let us join together in prayer.   Let us pray

Loving Father, you have given us the gift of marriage.

We pray for  bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname 

as they pledge their lives to each other

asking that their love may continue to grow 

and be a true reflection of your love for us all.

May your Holy Spirit rest upon them,
so that they may have your strength and grace 

to help them honour the promises they make this day;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.


DECLARATION OF INTENT

stand/sit option

The bride, groom and attendants stand

The minister says:

 bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname ,
do you believe that God has blessed and guided you,
and now calls you into marriage?

The bride and groom each answer: 

I Do.

The minister asks the bridegroom:

 groomfirstname ,
will you give yourself to  bridefirstname  to be her husband,
to live together in the covenant of marriage?
Will you love her, comfort her,
honour and protect her,
and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her,
as long as you both shall live?

The groom answers: 

I Will.

The minister asks the bride:

 bridefirstname 
will you give yourself to  groomfirstname  to be his wife,
to live together in the covenant of marriage?
Will you love him, comfort him,
honour and protect him,
and forsaking all others, be faithful to him,
as long as you both shall live?

The bride answers: 

I Will.

AFFIRMATION BY THE FAMILIES

family affirmation option 1

The parents of the bride and groom stand

Do you, the parents of  bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname , give your blessing to their marriage?

The parents of the bride and groom say: 

We do.

family affirmation option 2

A member from each family stands

Do you, on behalf of your family,
give your blessing to this marriage?

A member of each family says: 

I do.

family affirmation option 3

A member from one family stands

Do you, on behalf of both families,
give your blessing to this marriage?

A member of one family says: 

I do.

AFFIRMATION BY THE PEOPLE

The minister asks the congregation:

Will you, the families and friends of  bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname ,
who have come to share this wedding day,
uphold them in their marriage?

The people say:

We Will.

Alternatively, the minister may say:

I call upon you, the families and friends of  bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname , who have come to share this their wedding day, to uphold them in their marriage.

THE VOWS

(The couple face each other and join hands)

Reading vows option 1

The couple have memorised their vows 

Reading vows option 2

The vows will be led by the minister

The bride and groom face each other and join hands 

vows option A

The bridegroom says:

I,  groomfirstname , in the presence of God,
take you  bridefirstname , to be my wife;
to have and to hold
from this day forward,
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

The bride says:

I,  bridefirstname , in the presence of God,
take you,  groomfirstname , to be my husband;
to have and to hold
from this day forward,
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

vows option b

The bridegroom says:

I,  groomfirstname , take you,  bridefirstname ,
to be my wife;
according to God's holy will.
I will love you, and share my life with you,
in sickness and in health,
in poverty and in prosperity,
in conflict and in harmony,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

The bride says: 

I,  bridefirstname , take you,  groomfirstname ,
to be my husband;
according to God's holy will.
I will love you,
and share my life with you,
in sickness and in health,
in poverty and in prosperity,
in conflict and in harmony,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

vows option c

The bridegroom says:

I,  groomfirstname , in the presence of God,
take you  bridefirstname , to be my wife;
All that I am I give to you,
and all that I have I share with you.
Whatever the future holds,
I will love you and stand by you,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

The bride says:

I,  bridefirstname , in the presence of God,
take you,  groomfirstname , to be my husband;
All that I am I give to you,
and all that I have I share with you.
Whatever the future holds,
I will love you and stand by you,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

vows option d

The groom turns and faces the people and says:

I ask everyone here to witness
that I,  groomfirstname , take  bridefirstname  to be my wife,
according to God's holy will.

The groom faces the bride and takes her hands 

 bridefirstname ,
All that I am I give to you,
and all that I have I share with you.
Whatever the future holds,
I will love you and stand by you,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

They loose hands

The bride turns and faces the people and says:

I ask everyone here to witness
that I,  bridefirstname , take  groomfirstname  to be my husband
according to God's holy will.

The bride faces the groom and takes his hands

 Groomfirstname 
All that I am I give to you,
and all that I have I share with you.
Whatever the future holds,
I will love you and stand by you,
as long as we both shall live.
This is my solemn vow.

They loose hands

GIVING OF THE RINGS

The minister receives the ring and says:

Let us pray:
God of steadfast love,
by your blessing,
let these rings be to  bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname 
a symbol of the vows
which they have made this day;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ring vow reading option a

The couple have memorised their vows 

ring vow reading option b

The vows will be led by the minister

As the giver places the ring on the ring-finger the following is said: 

 bridefirstname , I give you this ring
as a sign of our marriage
and of the vows which we have made today.

 groomfirstname , I give you this ring
as a sign of our marriage
and of the vows which we have made today.

One ring response option

The person receiving the ring says:

 bridefirstname / groomfirstname , I receive this ring
as a sign of our marriage
and of the vows which we have made today.

PROCLAMATION OF THE MARRIAGE

The couple joins hands

The minister asks the people to stand:

Jesus says, in the Bible:

From the beginning of creation,
God made them male and female.
For this reason
a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one.
So they are no longer two but one.
Let no one separate those
whom God has joined together.

(Mark 10:6-9)

Before God and in the presence of us all,
 bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname  have made their solemn vows.
They have confirmed their marriage
by the joining of hands
and by the giving and receiving of rings/a ring.
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
I therefore proclaim
that they are now husband and wife.

BLESSING

stand/kneeling option a

The couple kneel

stand/kneeling option B

The couple remain standing

May God your heavenly Father

delight you with an understanding of his love

equip you with the knowledge of his truth

bless you with wisdom and grace

thrill you with eternal hope

guide you in knowing your purpose

and empower you to live radical lives 

of sacrificial love that give hope to many

and honour the name of God.

The couple stand

THE PEACE AND THE KISS

I invite you to greet each other with a kiss.

PRAYERS

Loving Father,
We ask that you bless  bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname ,
that they may live together faithfully
to the ends of their lives.

May they be patient and gentle,
ready to trust each other,
and to face together the challenges of the future.

May they pray together in joy and in sorrow,
and always give thanks for the gift of each other.

Be with them in their happiness;
and strengthen them in times of trouble,
that they may bear each other's burdens.

Give them grace to recognise and acknowledge their fault, when they hurt each other, 

that they might trust each other

with the deepest thoughts of their hearts.

May your peace dwell in their home;
your truth be spoken at every meal;

And may your love be freely shared within its walls.

Finally, we ask that they might have the joy 

of fulfilling your purpose for their lives together;

in Jesus' name; amen.

SONG/HYMN

BLESSING

The people stand

The blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SIGNING OF THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES

The bridal party go to the table set up for the signing of the registers

THE EXIT

The minister asks the people to stand 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I present to you
 bridefirstname  and  groomfirstname, husband and wife.

The people may applaud

At a cue from the music the bridal party process from the church
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