A SERVICE FOR RESPONSIBLE BELIEVER’S BAPTISM

For a person who has not been baptised as an infant and who now has 

freely and responsibly accepted the Christian faith for themselves.

The Minister will need:

•
the font or baptistry made ready.   Alternatively, a swimming pool, river or the sea can be used.

•
towel/s (and suitable clothes for being baptised in if baptism is by immersion)

•
Baptismal and confirmation certificates.

•
A candle (if one is being presented).

PRESENTATION
An Elder brings the candidate to the front of the church, faces the congregation and says:


“It is my privilege to present to the congregation (person’s name) for baptism.”
The Elder then sits down if they are not further involved in the liturgy.

TESTIMONY
The minister may then ask the candidate (or the Elder on the candidates behalf) to share briefly with the congregation the story of how the candidate’s faith has developed to this point of baptism.

READING
The Minister says:

Hear the words of the Lord Jesus Christ:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.   Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.   And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

THE MEANING OF RESPONSIBLE BELIEVER'S BAPTISM
The Minister says:

Let us remind ourselves of the meaning of responsible believer’s baptism.

Baptism celebrates the voluntary union between a person and God, made possible by Jesus.

Water is a symbol of the Holy Spirit in Scripture and so baptism reminds us of the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing people to faith.   It reminds us that God pours the Holy Spirit upon all Christians.

Baptism indicates that a person has repented and has become Christ’s disciple.   

(Optional:

The book of Acts records Peter as saying:

“Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   (Acts 2:38))
The act of baptism signifies that a person has identified themselves with the death of Christ.   Dying with Christ indicates the death of their sinful state.   As such, baptism is both a burial service of the old (sometimes signified by being buried under the water in baptism by immersion) and it is also a celebration of being raised with Christ to a new relationship with God (signified by being raised up out of the water if being baptised by immersion).

(Optional:

The Apostle Paul says:

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death?...

For if we have been united with him in death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”   (Romans 6:3,5))
The act of baptism also enables us the church to celebrate our own faith.   Baptism re-enacts Christ’s death and resurrection.   It is a dramatic reminder of the Christian story which helps us affirm our identity as God’s people.

The pouring of water at baptism symbolises that those who come to faith have had their sins washed away.

(Optional:

The Apostle Paul says:

“be baptised and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.”   (Acts 22:16b))
Because our sins are washed away, the baptised person can say with Paul:

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”   (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Being “in Christ” also means that those being baptised share in Christ’s mission to the world.

EXAMINATION
The Minister invites the person being baptised to respond to these questions with “I will” or “I do,” whichever is appropriate.

(Candidate’s name), do you, of your own free will, turn from your sins and from all that holds you back from God?

Reply
I do
Do you trust that Christ has died for you, paying the price for anything that would otherwise make you ineligible for life with a holy God?

Reply
I do
Will you continue to develop your love for God and learn to be sensitive to God’s Spirit speaking to you?

Reply
I will
Will you work through the issues of faith honestly?   Will you read the Bible often and let God teach you through it?   Will you become a friend of God and share your thoughts with God in prayer?

Reply
I will
Will you meet with God’s people regularly and join with them in living the lifestyle of Christ, the life of service, outreach and sacrificial love?

Reply
I will
PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING
The Minister prays:

Lord, we know that you delight in people accepting your offer of a loving friendship with you.   We thank you for bringing (person’s name) to faith and for making them, with us, members of your family, the church.

We also pray for ourselves who so easily forget your love, that by sharing in this baptism, we may recall our own baptism and continue to walk in the light of Christ.*

THE SYMBOLISM OF WATER

The Minister moves to the font (or goes down into the water if baptism is by immersion), scoops up some water and says:

The water of baptism symbolises three things:

1) It symbolises the washing away of sin.

2) Water symbolises the Red Sea through which, in ancient times, God’s people had to pass in order to enter into God’s promised land.   The water of the Red Sea cut them off from all that had previously enslaved them in Egypt.   It symbolises the fact that we need no longer be enslaved by anything in the past because we have been given over to God.

3) Water also symbolises the Holy Spirit whom we ask to drench (person’s name)’s life, causing him/her to grow in faith.
BAPTISM
The Minister invites the candidate to come and bend over the font.   The Minister will then scoop water [preferably a lot of water] over the candidate’s head.

(If by immersion, the minister will invite the candidate to join him/her in the water, upon which the baptismal words are said.   Immediately following the words, the candidate crosses their arms in front of them [holding their nose, if necessary] and, guided by the Minister, either kneels forward briefly under the water or allows the minister to briefly lean the candidate back under the water - depending on preference and what is practical.

Note: The Minister must ensure someone is in the water helping them if they are not physically able to baptise someone safely.)

The Minister says the baptismal words:

(Person’s name), I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
The Minister draws a sign of the cross on the candidate’s forehead and says:

From this day on the sign of the cross is upon you.
LAYING ON OF HANDS AND BLESSING
(This section can either be done in the water [if the baptism is by immersion] or out of the water - once the candidate has been allowed to dry themselves with a towel.)

The Minister prays:

(Person’s name), as you have come in faith to accept the forgiveness of God and the new life there is in Christ Jesus, we pray that you will continually be open to the renewing of the Holy Spirit to guide you into truth, to confirm you as God’s child and to empower you in your ministry.   We pray that even now, as you submit to God, that you be filled afresh with the Holy Spirit - in Jesus name.

The Aaronic blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you;

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

(Leave the water at this point, if you have not already done so.)

PRESENTATION
The Minister shakes the baptised person by the hand and presents the baptised person with their certificates of baptism and confirmation and whatever else is appropriate e.g. a baptismal candle or Bible.

* Adapted from “Uniting in Worship”

