A SERVICE OF INFANT DEDICATION.





This service can be called a “service of thanksgiving for the gift of a child” (although it does contain more than thanksgiving ) if there is difficulty with the word “dedication.”








INTRODUCTION





The Minister invites the family to come forward and welcomes them.   He/she then says:





Let us gather together as God’s people to celebrate with (parents’ names) the birth of their son/daughter (child’s name), brother of / sister of (names of bothers and sisters).





We join with them in giving thanks to God and we stand with them as they seek God's help in bringing (child’s name) up so that he/she will know the love of God.





(Optional paragraph:


In that (child’s name) is born into a Christian home and attends this church, his/her spiritual journey can be said to have already begun but we want to acknowledge this formally today.)








READING





The Minister says:





Let us hear again from Mark’s gospel, a story, which reminds us about Christ’s love for children:





“People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them.   But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’   And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.”    (Mark 10:13-16)








THE MEANING OF DEDICATION





The Minister says:





The act of dedication proclaims and acknowledges God’s call on the life of a child.   Whilst it is true that God calls everyone and doesn’t want anyone to be lost, today we acknowledged with gratitude God’s call on (child’s name).





At a dedication, the church proclaims again Christ’s death and resurrection which makes it possible for (child’s name) to be called of God.








An infant dedication formally proclaims that a child belongs to the church, within which he/she is encouraged to grow in faith and within which the child is expected to discover and use his/her gifts in ministry.   We do this knowing that children are precious to God.





Infant dedication allows the parents to thank God for the gift of their child.   It also allows them to offer their child back to God, inviting God to work out God’s purposes for the child and to express the wish that their child should grow up to serve the Lord.





Dedication also allows the congregation entrusted with the care of the child to promise to do all it can to nurture the child in the love of God.   Because of these promises and those of the parents, the act of dedication can be said to formally celebrate the start of the child’s spiritual journey.





Finally, at an infant dedication, the parent/s or guardians and the church acknowledge the Holy Spirit’s partnership in bringing the child to a point when he/she is able to own the Christian faith for themselves.








AFFIRMATION OF FAITH BY THE CONGREGATION





The Minister says to the congregation:





Let us, who are Christ’s church in this place, confess again the faith which (child’s name) will grow into.





Please stand.   Let me ask you these questions, and, if you are able to agree with them, I invite you to say “we do”.





Do you believe that God is responsible for the remarkable universe we live in and that the purpose of God creating was to invite us to freely enter a loving relationship with the Creator?





Reply	We do





Do you believe that God’s love was such that God came to us as Jesus to pay the price for all our sins which would otherwise make us ineligible for life with a holy God?





Reply	We do





Do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead, giving us confidence 


that as we unite ourselves with Jesus we too begin to share in eternal life 


with God?





Reply	We do





Do you acknowledge that Jesus calls us to a life of sacrificial love, where we follow his example as his disciples and share the good news of God’s love by our words and actions?





Reply	We do





The Minister invites the congregation to be seated.








PRAYER





The Minister prays:





Let us pray:





Gracious Father, we rejoice in the gift of (child’s name) to us.   We, his/her church family join with (parents’ names) and in giving you thanks for this precious gift of new life.   Having received your gift, we pray that you would watch over and bless (child’s name) physical development, emotional development, intellectual development and spiritual development.   May (child’s name) live a life that causes you to rejoice and which reflects your character.





Lord Jesus, you died so that everyone, including children, could have a restored friendship with God.   Whilst we acknowledge this for all people, we want to acknowledge specifically today that you have died for (child’s name) and have opened for him/her the way to eternal life with God.   Thank you Lord.





Holy Spirit, we ask you to teach (child’s name) the love of God.   We also pray with (parents’ names) for strength and wisdom, so that together, we can play our part in teaching (child’s name) to understand, accept, and rejoice in God’s love.   Amen.








PROMISES





The Minister says:





(Parents’ names) I ask you now to respond to God’s love for (child’s name) by making these solemn promises.   I invite you to answer these promises by saying “With God’s help, we will”:





Will you provide for your child a Christian home of love and trust, within which you will set an example of the Christian life?





Reply: With God’s help, we will.





Will you encourage your child to grow within the fellowship of the church, so that he/she will own the faith for themselves and grow as a disciple of Christ?





Reply: With God’s help, we will.





The Minister turns to the congregation and says to them: 





Let me ask you the congregation this question, and, if you agree with it, to respond with the answer “with God’s help, we will”.)





Will you, the people of this congregation, maintain a life of love, unity, worship and service, which will nurture this child and all the children amongst you in the love of God?





Their reply: “With God’s help, we will”.








CLAIMING THE FUTURE





The Minister says, whilst holding the child):


(Child’s name), we formally welcome you into the life of this church and we look forward to the day when you will own the Christian faith for yourself and to a time when we will celebrate this with you in your baptism.





The Minister or Elder may then take the child and walk amongst the congregation introducing them to the child they have just promised to nurture in the faith.








BLESSING





The minister (still holding the child) prays the Aaronic blessing:





(Child’s name), the Lord bless you and keep you;


the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you;


the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)








CONCLUSION





The Minister or Elder returns the child to its parents and hands a letter in an unsealed envelope to them asking that it be given to their child on its 12th birthday.   It should be a letter that reminds them of what has happened today and which encourages them to continue in their faith. 
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SAMPLE LETTER FOR A CHILD BEING DEDICATED





Ministers full name and address








Dear (Child’s name),





Hallo.    My name is (Minister’s name) and I was the church minister that conducted a church service especially for you after you were born.   You were only a baby then.





Let me tell you why we had a special service for you.   First, everyone, (particularly your parents), wanted to thank God for your birth.   Your parents also wanted to ask for God’s help in bringing you up in a Christian way at home.





They particularly prayed that you would learn about God’s love as you grew up.   All of us in the church prayed this too because we know how wonderful it is to have a friend who is always with you to love you, encourage you, and accept you.   That friend is God.   God is with you all the time, even if God can’t be seen.





Did you know that the reason God caused the earth and the universe to exist in the first place was so God could share love and friendship with us?   God doesn’t force us to love in return.   It will always be your choice whether or not you accept God’s offer of friendship.   I wonder what you will choose.





If you want to know what God is like, read about Jesus in the Bible.   (Mark’s gospel is a good place to begin.)   God knew people must wonder what God was like, so, about 2,000 years ago, God came to live amongst us for a while as Jesus in order to show us.   He was kind, helped people and showed them how to love.   His love was so strong that he even allowed himself to be killed so that he could take the blame for all the bad things everyone has ever done that would spoil our friendship with God.   That’s how strong God’s love is. 





I hope you discover this love for yourself.   Learning about it is the greatest adventure in life.   Living it is the greatest challenge of life.





Lots of love














(Minister’s name)
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