(Full Name)

Funeral Director: (name)

Place

Date and time

Good morning/afternoon/evening and welcome to you all.

My name is ................................................... 

and I am the Pastor of ....................................................................

It is my privilege to lead this very special service.

We are here today to give thanks to God for the life of
FULL NAME
and to affirm the Christian conviction
that while death is indeed the end of human life,
it nonetheless marks a new beginning in our relationship with God.

We are also here, of course, to share the sorrow of those who mourn,
and to offer them our love and support.

Let us hear the word of Scripture,
that we may all face the future with hope.

Jesus said:
I am the resurrection and the life;
those who believe in me, though they die, yet shall they live;
and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.
(John 11:25,26)

Let us join together in prayer.
Let us pray:

Eternal God, our heavenly Father,
your love for us is everlasting.
We acknowledge that you alone can turn the shadow of death
into the brightness of the morning light.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,
come to us in our darkness and distress
with the light and peace of your presence.
We ask that you speak to us now through your holy word,
that our faith may be strengthened
and our hope sustained.

Merciful Father, 

in the safety of your love,
we want to freely confess that we have not always lived
as your faithful children
for we have not loved as Christ loved us.
Father, forgive us if there have been times
when we feel as though we've failed FIRST NAME.
We bring to you our feelings of anger and regret,
our questions and our guilt.
Lord, we ask that you have mercy on us;
and set us free from our sins.

Grant us the forgiveness and healing
you have promised us in your Word, the Bible,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN/SONG: 

BIBLE READING

Let us hear the promises of God contained in the Scriptures:

(Insert Bible reading and reader)

EULOGY

(Name/s of those speaking)

SERMON 

PRAYER

God, our Father.
In your great love for the world you gave your Son to be our Saviour;
to live our life, to know our joy and pain, and to die our death.
We rejoice that he has conquered sin and death for us,
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
For this assurance of our new life in Christ,
we thank you with a gratitude that no mere words can express.

We give thanks for the many ways
in which FIRST NAME shared his/her life with us and others.
In strength and in weakness,
in achievement and failure,
in the brightness of joy
and the darkness of despair,
we remember him/her as one of us.

We bless you that for FIRST NAME, the suffering and difficulties of this life are past and he/she is in your loving hands.

Surround us and all who mourn today with your continuing compassion.
Especially (NAMES OF CLOSE FAMILY) 

whose sense of loss in so keen because their love is so deep.

When we are unable to understand the things that happen,
when we are weighed down by grief and loneliness,
may we know that you are upholding us.
Give us the assurance of your constant care,
that we may have courage to meet the days ahead.


Father, we offer all these prayers to you
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.

REFLECTION TIME

Music will be played

COMMENDATION

The minister moves to stand by the coffin and says:

Let us now commend FIRST NAME to the love and mercy of God:

O God of eternal light,
we commend FIRST NAME to you.
Now that he/she has passed from this life,
may he/she know the light of your presence.
Give us such faith that, by day and by night,
in all times and in all places,
we may without fear entrust those who are dear to us
to your never-failing love, in this life and in the life to come;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMITTAL

We have entrusted FIRST NAME to the hands of God,
we now commit his/her body, 

to be buried/cremated,
confident that FIRST NAME is in the loving arms of his/her Lord and Saviour
through our Lord Jesus Christ.


PRAYER

Loving Father,

support us by your grace through all the hours of life's day;
until the shadows lengthen, the busy world is hushed,
the fever of life is over, and the evening comes.
Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging,
a holy rest, and peace at the last;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN: 

INSTRUCTIONS

BENEDICTION

The peace of God which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

